Lesson: The Great Migration 
Subject: Grade 11 Canadian History
Standard Class Time:  65 minutes per class
Time Required: 1.5 Classes

Class Background: 22 students, no students on modified or adapted programming
Curriculum Outcomes:

- The Grade 11 Canadian History Curriculum is currently under review but is due 

   to be published in the Fall of 2011.
- The Great Migration would fall under:


- 2.1: How did British colonial rule change during this period and what 
                      was its impact on life in North America?
Main Objectives (Overall)

- Students will be able to identify the push and pull forces behind the Great 

              Migration and provide insight on:


- How immigrants were affected



- How British North America was affected by the influx of new people

Focus of Assessment


- Formative: Verbal feedback will be given in these areas throughout class:



- What are push and pull factors?


- How did these factors affect immigrants?


- What was life like on the voyage to British North America?


- How was British North America affected by the influx of new people?
Resources


- “History Happens” Newspaper Article

- Our Canada (Course Text)

- Smart Board

- Power Point


- Desk Labels (War Veterans, “Clearance” Victims, Poor Farmers, Famine 

                                     Victims & Elite)
Activation: 
Intelligences: Logical/mathematical and interpersonal 

- Desks are pre-arranged into groups of 4-5. As students come in they can choose 

              to sit at:


- War Veterans



- Scottish “Clearance” Victims



- Poor Farmers



- Irish Famine Victims



- Elite


- Each desk will have an envelope labelled “Our Story”. The group will appoint 

              one student to read out whatever is in their envelope & discuss it as a group.

Acquiring:
Intelligences: Verbal/linguistic, logical/mathematical, visual/spatial and intrapersonal 

- Go over the information in the PowerPoint “The Great Migration” presentation 

              (see attached slides).


- The Great Migration



- A Poor Mans Country 

- Discuss the implications for both the immigrants and the British North American 

              citizens as we make our way through the information to ensure understanding of 
              the material.

- Stop at Slide 8: Perth, Ontario.

- Have students read the story of Perth Ontario on page 54 in their textbook. 

              Introduce the following questions:


- Why were settlements like Perth established?



- What previous events lead to this decision?



- Continue with the presentation.

- Stop at Slide 10: The Voyage Out


- Hand out the newspaper clipping “History Happens” discussing the Atlantic 

               immigration voyage to Quebec. Have students read this independently and 

               discuss, as a group, the following:



- How would the Atlantic voyage have been for your specific population 

                          group?



- If you believe your experience is different from another group explain 

                          why.


- Continue with the presentation.


- Grosse Isle



- Population



- Implications

Applying:

Intelligences: Logical/mathematical, interpersonal

- Students will be using the information they learned regarding how immigration 

              affected British North America in the next lesson about The Rebellions to 

              participate in a debate.


- Would the rebellion have occurred, or would it be as intense, if the influx 

                           of population from the Great Migration had not happened?

Back-up Plan

- In the event of a technological failure, the slides will be printed out beforehand 

              and notes will be written on the board

- Extra textbooks will be available for students who may have forgotten their 

              copy.
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